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Non-Thermal Emission from Astrophysical Plasmas
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In the extremely low density plasmasin the Universe, the energy distribution of electrons starts to deviate from
Maxwellian distribution, when acceleration processes, such as the Fermi acceleration process are operative with

a magnetic field moving at high velocity.

Radiation from these electrons is expected in the X-ray wave band by synchrotron radiation and by inverse-
Compton scattering. Supernova remnants and clusters of galaxies exhibit thermal emission from hot plasmas of sev-
eral keV as well as non-thermal power law components above 20 keV, which suggests that the acceleration proc-
ess takes place. A new hard X-ray imaging telescope system is also presented.
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Fig. 1

Unit = ¥10,000

Deposit in bank accounts (1989). Fraction of population whose deposit corresponds to the group is plotted in the left panel.

Total amount of each group is plotted in the right panel. All units are Japanese Yen.
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Population of each group sorted by the bank deposit is
plotted against their bank deposit. Peaked distribution
onthe left hand side is represented by a Gaussian distri-
bution, while the tail on the right hand side is explained
by an additional power law component shown with a
dotted line.
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Fig. 3 Magnetic field frozen in high velocity (V) clouds reflects
electrons elastically. Since clouds are moving to the left,
acceleration(rightto left) occurs alittle higherfrequency,
so that electrons are accelerated in total.
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Fig.4 Acceleration atthe shock Magnetic field is parallel to the
motion of the matter and perpendicular to the shock
front. If there are irregularity of magnetic field, electrons
are reflected as in Fig. 3. Since the velocity of the mag-
netic field is moving with the matter at V(= 4V») in the
upper stream (right of the front), electrons are efficiently
reflected.
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Fig.5 Synchrotron radiation. An orbiting electron around the
magnetic field radiates emission in the tangential direc-
tion of the orbit. If it has relativistic velocity, an observer
see the emission only short time, when the cone scans
the observer.
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Fig. 6 Inverse Compton scattering. An electron withthe energy
ofé¢ is scattered forward to become €1. Inthe electron rest
frame, the electroniselastically scattered butconversion
to the observer’s frame makes €1 larger than €.
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Fig.7 X-rayspectrum ofatypical supernovaremnantobtained
with the CCD camera onboard ASCA satellite. Many
emission lines from various elements are clearly seento-
gether with a basic broad continuum (thermal
bremsstrahlung).

Fig.8 Temperature and abundance distribution can be deter-
mined by theseimaging spectroscopy observationswith
ASCA, Chandra and XMM-Newton satellites.
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Fig.9 X-ray image of the supernova remnant SN 1006. It has
two bright rims with faint central emission.
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Fig. 10 X-ray spectra of SN 1006. The central part of the rem-
nant in Fig. 9 shows thermal spectrum with emission
lines from O, Ne, Mg and Si. The bright rims has a
smooth continuum spectrum, which can be explained
by a power law, suggesting non-thermal phenomena
in the remnant.
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Fig. 11 Broad band spectrum of RXJ1713.7-3946 from radio to

TeV gamma rays. X-ray flux observed ASCA and radio
data are explained by the synchrotron model. TeV data
from CANGAROO could favor the pion decay model
rather than inverse-Comton model in this case.
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Optical Image

Soft X-ray Image

Fig. 12 Virgo cluster of galaxies. Upper panel is an optical im-
age with component galaxies of the cluster. Lower
panel is the X-ray image, implying the hot gas fills the
cluster potential.
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Fig. 13 X-ray spectra of the cluster Abell 2256. Thermal spec-
trum drops above 20 keV, while non-thermal compo-
nent becomes outstanding above 20 keV. It may sug-
gest that acceleration of high energy electrons takes
place there.
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Fig. 14 Astro-E2 X-ray telescope. X-rays are reflected twice by
the nested thin foil mirrors atasmallgrazing anglesless
than 1 degrees. The diameter is 40 cm and X-rays are
focused to the imaging detector at 4.75 m away. About
175 shells are installed in two stages.
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Fig. 15 Reflectivity of multilayer mirrors (grazing angle of 0.3 degrees). Total reflection (dotted line) gives sharp drop of reflectivity
above 15 keV. Multilayer (dashed line) provides sharp peak at 30 keV, while supermirror (solid line) has a broad peak from 25

through 45 keV.
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Fig. 16 Effective are of the hard -ray telescope of NeXT (3 sets
of 45 cm in diameter). Supermirror extends the upper
limit of the energy coverage up to 78 keV, where the
K-edge of Ptis. This telescope allow us to explore new
physics in the hard X-ray band.
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Fig. 17 Acceleration process in the Universe. Maximum elec-
tron energy is plotted against the product of typical ve-
locity v, magnetic field B, and the system size L. Latter
factor is the indicator of the achievable limit of the ac-
celerated energy of electrons. Similar scaling works out
from Auroral, Solar, and other terrestrial objects up to
supernova remnants and cluster of galaxies.
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Soft X-ray Telescopes
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Fig. 19 Astro-E2 satellite. The fifth Japanese X-ray astronomy satellite Astro-E2 will be launched around June 2005. It is equipped
with 5 X-ray telescopes focusing onto four CCD cameras and one micro-calorimeter. The highest energy resolution of 6 eV
so far allows us to explore the dynamics of the Universe.
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Fig. 20 NeXT satellite. After Astro-E2, NeXT mission is being proposed to observe hard X-ray components from supernova remnants,
cluster of galaxies and active galactic nuclei. Hard X-ray telescopes of supermirror replication are installed at the top. Hybrid
hard X-ray imaging detector with CdTe pixel array and this CCD camera are placed at the end of the satellite. We hope to launch
itin 2012.
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