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50 year anniversary of JSPF
T.Ohkawa 12-3-08

Greetings from California.

The research on controlled fusion was started in 1950s. Japan was just coming out of the destruction of WWII and the
near starvation. For us young scientists, the fusion research was something very exciting to even think about it.

As you all know, the fusion reactions are the energy source to power the stars including our sun. To bring it down to on
earth is very exciting and challenging indeed. Of course, there is enormous size difference between the sun and the earth.
The generation of power with an infinitesimal size furnace causes many kinds of technical challenges.

We, as young scientists then naively thought that the challenge will be met during our career and surely by the end of
the century we will have the fusion power stations operating.

Well, here we are. On one hand we do not have operating fusion power stations. On the other, we have brought down the
size of the fusion furnace to the extent we can build one.

To young scientists and technologists, wouldn't bringing star power source down to earth excite you? Now itis your turn.

As I reminisce, an old popular song repeats in my brain "Catch a falling star and save it for rainy days.....".

Thank you.
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